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Thirty years in the making, Daniel 
Ellsberg** explosive account of how—and 
why—he released the Pentagon Papers 


Danid EUsberg begin his C8teer as the coldest of 
cold warriors—a Marine platoon leader, a war analyst 
et the Rand Corporation, and a staunch supporter ot 
America's battle against Communist aggression. But ih 
- September, 1969, Ellsberg—fully expecting to spend 
the rest of his life in prison—set out to saWage- 
Arrierican foreign policy 
by smuggling out of his 
office the ^OOO-page top- 
secret study, known as the 
Pentagon Papers, of U.S, 
decision-making in 
Vietnam. Now, for the 
first time, Ellsberg tells 
the full slory of hdw ahd 

why he became one of the nation's most impassioned 
and influential anti-war activists—and how hi* actions 
hdp^ altered the course of US history. 

Covering the decade between his entry into the 
Pentagoh and Nixons resignation, Secrets is Ellsbergs 
meticulously detailed insider's account of the secrets 
and lies that shaped American foreign policy during the 
Vietnam era. Ellsberg provides a vivid eye-witness 
account of the two years he spent behind the lines in 
Vietnam as a Slate Department observer—an experi¬ 
ence that convinced him of the hopelessness of 
Johnson's policies and profoundly altered his owh polit¬ 
ical thinking. As Ellsberg recounts with drama and 
insight, the release of the Pentagon Papers, first to The 
'WcLskbtgion Po 5 i and The New York TiHicsj set in motion 
a train of events that ultimately toppled a president and 
helped to end ah unjust war. 
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Infused with the political passion and turmoil of the 
Vietnam era, Secrets is at once the memoir of a brij^ant, ^ ) 

daring man, an insider's expose of Washington p6wct c © ^ 
politics, and a searing portrait of America at itj most 
CperiloUymodern crossroads. / / f > 
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Daniel lillsherg, a 1 torvkird graduate, ox* Marine, 
und lkhd Corporation dmdyfct, was one of Lhe 
‘'whiz kids' 1 recruited to serve ih the Pentagon 
during the Johnson administration In 1971. 
Btlsbcrg at the age of 40 made headlines utound 
the world when he released the Pentagon Papers. 
Now u prominent speaker and activist lor anti- >3 
nuc lcm and citvironmcntul causes, titlsberg lives 
tt/WushingtorOJ.CVy^nd Caliiorma 
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